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BAR BRIEFS
PRESIDENT'S PAGE
A careful study of the affairs of the Association and its needs,
both as President and Chairman of the Committee on Local Organiza-
tion, has convinced me of one fundamental necessity. That is to create
a greater sense of responsibility for the work of the Association among
its members. This, I believe, can best be accomplished by starting at
the bottom. By that I mean beginning with membership in and interest
in the local organizations such as city, county and judicial district or
other group associations. These groups are now organized and func-
tioning one or more in each judicial district. These local organizations
should meet not less than twice a year and oftener if convenient. Ex-
perience has shown that the best results come from a combined busi-
ness and social gathering to which the wives of the attorneys are invited.
But these meetings must have something to do that is of practical im-
portance to the profession if the interest is going to be kept up and at-
tendance assured. Academic discussion of unimportant matters will
not do. The major policies of the Executive Committee of the State
Bar Association should be submitted to the various judicial district or-
ganizations for study and informational advice. If the recommenda-
tion of the Committee on Local Organization, to make the Executive
Committee consist of the President, vice-President and Secretary, to-
gether with the presidents of the six judicial districts, be adopted, then
this will be more easily accomplished.
The more of local self government that can be devised for the dis-
trict associations the more keen will be the interest of the average mem-
bers in the work of the Association.
One very practical method of adding to this local self government
is to give to the State Bar Association the primary power of admission
and discipline of its members. If this is desirable then an amendment
to the Bar Act'and the general statutes will have to be made. The
California Bar Act furnishes a good example. In disciplinary matters
the power of investigation and recommendation would be vested in the
Executive Committee who would have the power to act either as such
committee or by referring the complaint to a committee within the
judicial district where the alleged offense has been committed. The
ultimate decision, of course, would rest with the Supreme Court as now,
but the direct responsibility for a speedy investigation, report and rec-
ommendation would lie with the Association or the sub-districts within
the Association.
When we consider that every practicing lawyer in North Dakota
is a member of the Association by virtue of statute and that these
members may be good, bad or indifferent, and that we have no direct
control over them though we are as a body blamed for the short-comings
of any erring one it is clear how inconsistent and unfair the situation is.
With the responsibility placed directly with us I believe it would be hon-
estly met and the result would be not only a strengthening of our pro-
fession but a raising of the estimation in which it may be held by the
public. I believe with Attorney Simms of New York that:
"To set up a plan by which the incompetent lawyer who
neglects his client's business, who by dilatory methods in-
creases the expense of justice, who fails to bring his cases to
trial, who disregards the convenience of court and public,
shall be disciplined by his own profession, so far as it may
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be necessary to remove these abuses cannot be otherwise than
healthful and right, both from the standpoint of the bar and
the public."
I recommend this to the earnest consideration of the Associa-





9:0o Addresses of Welcome: F T. Cuthbert for Ramsey County
Bar; A. V. Haig, President City Commission, for City of
Devils Lake; W. N. Nortz, President, for Chamber of Com-
merce.
Response: C. J. Murphy, Grand Forks.
9:30 Committee Reports; Executive Committee and Secretary-
Treasurer; American Law Institute; Bench and Bar Ethics;
Citizenship and Americanization.
io:3o Address, H. L. Berry, Mandan, "The Jury Impaneling Sys-
tem".
ii :15 Committee Reports: Comparative Law; Constitution and By-
Laws.
Afternoon
2 :oo President's Address: A. M. Kvello, Lisbon.
2:45 Reports of Committees: Information and Co-operation with
Press; Internal Affairs; Automobile Insurance and Regulation.
3:45 Address: A. W. Cupler, Fargo, "American Judicature Society."
4:30 Committee Reports: Jurisprudence and Law Reform; Law
Enforcement.
Evening
(At Town and Country Club)
8 :oo Musical Program.
Address: H. A. Bergman, K. C., President Manitoba Bar
Association, "A Brief Outline of Some of the Principal Dif-





9 :oo Committee Reports: Legal Education and Admission; Legisla-
tion; Local Organizations.
i0 :oo Address: R. E. Wenzel, Bismarck, "Workmen's Compensation
Insurance."
IO:30 Committee Reports: Public Utilities; Salaries, Term, Powers
of Judges; Uniform State Laws.
